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the close of the objection period, the 
Responsible Official shall publish no-
tice of all objections in the local news-
paper of record. An objection must be 
filed with the reviewing officer identi-
fied in the notice and contain: 

(1) The name, mailing address, and 
telephone number of the person filing 
the objection; 

(2) A specific statement of the basis 
for each objection; and 

(3) A description of the objector’s 
participation in the planning process 
for the proposed amendment or revi-
sion, including a copy of any relevant 
documents submitted during the plan-
ning process. 

(b) Objectors may request meetings 
with the reviewing officer and the re-
sponsible official to discuss the objec-
tion, to narrow the issues, agree on 
facts, and explore opportunities for res-
olution. The reviewing officer must 
allow other interested persons to par-
ticipate in such meetings. An inter-
ested person must file a request to par-
ticipate in an objection within ten days 
after publication of the notice of objec-
tion as described in paragraph (a) of 
this section. 

(c) The reviewing officer must re-
spond, in writing, to an objection with-
in a reasonable period of time and may 
respond to all objections in one re-
sponse. The reviewing officer’s re-
sponse regarding an objection is the 
final decision of the Department of Ag-
riculture. 

(d) The responsible official may not 
approve a proposed amendment or revi-
sion until the reviewing officer has re-
sponded to all objections. A decision by 
the responsible official approving an 
amendment or revision must be con-
sistent with the reviewing officer’s re-
sponse to objections to the proposed 
amendment or revision. 

(e) Where the Forest Service is a par-
ticipant in a multi-agency decision 
subject to objection under this subpart, 
the responsible official and reviewing 
officer may waive the objection proce-
dures of this subpart to adopt the ad-
ministrative review procedure of an-
other participating federal agency, if 
the responsible official and the respon-
sible official of the other agencies 
agree to provide a joint response to 

those who have filed for administrative 
review of the multi-agency decision. 

(f) The information collection re-
quirements of this section have been 
approved by the Office of Management 
and Budget and assigned control num-
ber 0596–0158. 

§ 219.33 Appeals of site-specific deci-
sions. 

If a site-specific decision is proposed 
in conjunction with a plan amendment 
or revision, a person may object to the 
proposed plan amendment or revision 
as described in (§ 219.32). If a decision is 
made to authorize a site-specific ac-
tion, a person may request administra-
tive review of that decision as de-
scribed in 36 CFR part 215. 

APPLICABILITY AND TRANSITION 

§ 219.34 Applicability. 
The provisions of this subpart are ap-

plicable to all units of the National 
Forest System as defined by 16 U.S.C. 
1609. 

§ 219.35 Transition. 
(a) The transition period begins on 

November 9, 2000 and ends upon the 
completion of the revision process 
(§ 219.9) for each unit of the National 
Forest System. During the transition 
period, the responsible official must 
consider the best available science in 
implementing and, if appropriate, 
amending the current plan. 

(b) Until the Department promul-
gates the revised final planning regula-
tions announced in the December 3, 
2001, Semiannual Unified Agenda of 
Federal Regulatory and Deregulatory 
Actions, a responsible official may 
elect to continue or to initiate new 
plan amendments or revisions under 
the 1982 planning regulations in effect 
prior to November 9, 2000 (See 36 CFR 
parts 200 to 299, Revised as of July 1, 
2001), or the responsible official may 
conduct the amendment or revision 
process in conformance with the provi-
sions of this subpart. For the purposes 
of this paragraph, the reference to ini-
tiation of a plan amendment or revi-
sion means that the agency has issued 
a Notice of Intent or other public noti-
fication announcing the commence-
ment of a plan amendment or revision 
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